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Fifth Sunday of Lent

The story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead in today’s gospel is both touching and powerful.  Jesus loved Lazarus and when he dies Jesus was very saddened.  John’s gospel makes it very clear that it was out of love for Lazarus and his sisters that Jesus called him back to life. There are a couple profound lessons or realities here for us to reflect on.
First, many Americans are very uncomfortable talking about death. We are even more uncomfortable with death especially when we are faced with our own.  I realize it is hard to hear on this beautiful spring weekend but there will come a day when we will no longer see a sunrise or look upon the faces of those we love.  Questions about death that have been haunting the hearts of human beings since the beginning of history is does life go on after physical death? Do we somehow survive our own demise? And, if we believe in life after death, what justification or guarantee do we have of such a belief? Is it just some fond wish or something nice to hope for in the future? 
Secondly, one of the major underpinnings of our Catholic faith is our tenacious belief in Eternal Life.  That somehow, we are destined to live forever. Each time we pray at Mass we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus with the belief that we also celebrate our own resurrection. All throughout the gospels Jesus presented clear teachings about life after death and his teachings are unmistakable.  
We need to remember that the heart of our Catholic Christain message is not only the teaching that we should love God and our neighbor, but the utterly joyful revelation of how much God loves us! Somehow, we forget that GOD LOVES US! It is God’s love for us that will overpower death.  Don’t forget that Jesus confronts not only Martha in this gospel, but all of us , when he asks the question “do you believe this”?
As we ready ourselves as a Church for Holy Week and the Feast of Easter, let us ponder that fact that Jesus, who called himself “the life” also promised that whoever believes in him will “come to life and never die. “
