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MASSES/MESSE:
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. at St. John the Baptist

WEEKDAYS AND HOLY DAYS:
(See Mass Schedule inside Bulletin)

PARISH OFFICE/STAFF:

Aggie Howard, Executive Assistant, ahoward@sjbitaliana.org
Victoria Gammell, Secretary, St. John the Baptist

Office Hours, St. John the Baptist:

Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Administration of both parishes is done

through the office at St. John the Baptist — 168 E. Lincoln Street.
Requests for copies of sacramental records, scheduling

of Masses and other sacramental celebrations, hall rental

and other non-emergency needs should be made

during regular office hours or email info@sjbitaliana.org.
Please notify the Parish Office of any changes,

such as address or telephone, etc., by calling

during regular hours or email info@sjbitaliana.org.

BULLETIN DEADLINE:

Announcements must be submitted in writing by Tuesday at noon.

MUSIC MINISTRY:
Gina M. Bishop, Music Director; John C. Huffman, Organist

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

We welcome you into our Parish Families. Membership in the parish
consists of two parts: Registration: Please fill out form and return to
Office. Participation: As a member of the Church, you are
accepting the responsibility of weekly worship as well as

supporting God’s work here through giving of yourself, your

time and talents, and a worthy Sunday offering to show your

love for God and your gratitude for His many favors.

RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONE:

One half-hour prior to weekend Mass or by request/appointment.

BAPTISM/BATTESIMO:

Preparation is required for the reception of the sacrament.
Parents are encouraged to call the Rectory and

set up an appointment before the birth of their child.

MATRIMONY/MATRIMONIO:

Arrangements should be made at least six or more months in
advance. A marriage preparation program is required.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/INFERMI:

In cases of emergencies, please call anytime. Please notify the

Parish Office for Communion calls to the sick, shut-ins.

Due to privacy laws, if parishioners wish to be visited

in the hospital, they should contact the Parish Office directly

and give the information regarding the hospitalization.

If you are scheduled for surgeries or other medical procedures,
please contact the Parish Office in advance so that a priest can administer
Anointing of the Sick prior to the procedure.



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH

COLUMBUS, OHIO

From the Deacon’s Desk

Dear friends in Christ,

Dear Friends at Saint John the Baptist,
Join me periodically on our Saint Brigid
of Kildare Parish livestream either on
our YouTube channel or our parish
Facebook page. Please remember this is
strictly a livestream only, no one will be
permitted to enter the church.

You can also access these videos after they are recorded by
scrolling on these pages to the most recent videos. To sign up
to be notified when a livestream begins, on YouTube, click the
“Subscribe” button (you will be prompted to login), or to sign
up on Facebook, click Like and Follow on the page to get
notified via Facebook when we are live. The recorded daily
Masses will also remain on these pages if you scroll down.
Please remember there are many other daily and weekend
Masses available via online sources, including:

* St. Gabriel Catholic Radio 820AM

* EWTN Global Catholic Television Network

e CatholicTV.org

* Word on Fire daily Mass by Bishop Barron
Continue to stay safe and healthy, and we will continue to keep
you in our prayers during this time.
God Bless,
Deacon Frank lannarino
Administrator, Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church

2020 LITURGICAL CALENDAR & MASS READINGS

Mar. 29 Fifth Sunday of Lent
18m 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a Eph 5:8-14 Jn 9:1-41 or
20-27, 33b-45

Mar. 30 Lenten Weekday
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19:30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62
Jn 8:1-11

Mar. 31 Lenten Weekday

Nm 21:4-9 Jn 8:21-30

Apr. 01 Lenten Weekday
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95 Jn 8:31-42

Apr. 02 Lenten Weekday
Saint Francis of Paola, Hermit
Gn 17:3-9 Jn 8:51-59

Apr. 03 Lenten Weekday

Jer 20:10-13 Jn 10:31-42

Apr. 04 Lenten Weekday
Saint Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Ez 37:21-28 Jn 11:45-56

Apr. 05 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Mt 21:1-11 Is 50:4-7 Phil 2:6-11 Mt 26:14-27:66
27:11-54

ALL EVENTS/MEETINGS CANCELLED UNTIL FUTHER NOTICE

*Pray for vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, & consecrated
religious life.

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR KNOWN ILL AND ELDERLY IN YOUR
PRAYERS**

**If you know of any additions or corrections, please call the
parish office. Due to privacy laws, we depend on your input. For
Vienna D’Alberto who is residing at the Worthington Christian
Village.

Office Hours:
The Parish office hours are Monday through Friday
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Renovation in Sala Hall: Sala Hall will be closed for renovation of
the bathrooms. All ENTRY to Sala Hall will be closed until further
notice.

AROUND US

Holy Father’s Intention for March 2020: You are invited to answer
the Holy Father’s request and join with people worldwide in praying
for the following intention: We pray that the Church in China may
persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity.

US Church Regulations Regarding Fasting and Abstinence
during Lent: Abstinence from meat (beast or fowl) is to be observed
by all Catholics fourteen years and older on Ash Wednesday and
on all Fridays of Lent. This obligation

prohibits the eating of meat, but not eggs, milk products or condiments
of any kind, even though made from animal fat. The law of fasting
on Fridays applies to all Catholics from age 18 through age 59.

UPDATED STATEMENT FROM BISHOP BRENNAN:
March 20, 2020:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

| reach out to you once again as part of our best effort to keep
you informed regarding changes in our practices as the severity
of the Coronavirus pandemic increases in our community.

After further discussions with our pastors, it has become
apparent that the most recent restrictions and necessary
precautions mandated by the State of Ohio, regarding public
spaces makes it impossible for our churches to meet those
standards for the safety of others. As much as | am pained by
doing so, and as much as we have all tried, we simply cannot
allow access to our churches or other parish buildings.

Again, as I've mentioned, | ask all the faithful in the Diocese
to please make every effort to stay home, especially those
among us with any elevated risk of infection. Please continue
to practice “social distancing” for the safety of all and continue
to pray for those impacted and those who work and place
themselves at risk to help us.

Sincerely in Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Brennan
Bishop of Columbus

Letter from the Rector of Basilica and National Shrine of Our
Lady of Consolation: Dear Fathers, | would like to thank many of
you who have helped throughout the many years and have given so
freely of your valuable time. We do hope that you will be able to help
us once again. If you have not been available to help in the past, |
am inviting you, to come, help, and enjoy some fraternal time as well.
Even though we are in the “dead of winter”, pilgrimage season will
soon be here. This year will be especially busy with August 14th and
15th being on a Friday and Saturday. This gives the pilgrims a better
opportunity to visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation. While
the weekend will bring us more pilgrims, the commitments in your
parishes may make it more difficult for you to help this year. Whatever
help you can give us would be greatly appreciated. This year | would
ask that you reply to our Shrine Secretary, Maryann Fredritz at
olcmaryann@olcshrine.com as soon as possible. The dates we are
in most need of your help is August 9th, 14th, 15th and 16th.




FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 29, 2020

Good Friday Walking Stations of the Cross: - Although the actual
gathering is cancelled, reflections for use by parishes and families
will be posted on our website at www.columbuscatholic.org/walking-
stations. We encourage people to pray at home and use the reflections
developed by various parish youth groups as you remember our
Lord’s Passion

Passion Sunday: This Sunday marks the beginning of Passiontide,
a deeper time of Lent. This is the third Sunday of the scrutinies for
the preparation of adult converts, and the final Sunday of Lent before
the beginning of Holy Week. The Liturgy of the Word of this day
speaks of re-creation, resurrection, and new life.

Life in Christ

Gospel Reflection based on John 11:1-45

| am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord. An innocent
man mounts the steps to the guillotine. He hasn’t led the best
of lives. He has seen in himself nothing worthy of honor. But he
has exchanged places in prison with the young husband of the
woman he loves. He had promised to do anything to protect her
and hers. He has saved the man at the cost of his own life.

You may recognize the scene from Charles Dickens’ A Tale
of Two Cities. As Sydney Carton goes to meet his death, the
words of Jesus echo in his mind, what Jesus said to Martha,
grieving over the death of her brother Lazarus: | am the
resurrection and the life.

When my father died, | wasn’t overcome by grief. That came
later. | thought about the promise of Jesus to Mary and Martha.
My father, even though he should die, would live. It wasn't just
Jesus that would give him life, but that Jesus was life. It wasn’t
just that Jesus would raise him up as he raised Lazarus, only
to die once more, but that Jesus was the Resurrection. If you
are in Jesus, you are in the Resurrection and the Life. It's what
Sydney Carton learned at last, and what all Christians, even in
the deepest sorrow, must remember.

Esolen, A. (2020). “Life in Christ” in S. White, O.P. (Ed.),
Magnificat® Lenten Companion Lent 2020, New York:
Magnificat® Inc.

An Act of Spiritual Communion
When we cannot receive Holy Eucharist in person

My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. | love You above all things, and | desire to
receive You into my soul. Since | cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. | embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.

‘Out of the depths I call to you O Lord: Lord hear my cry. Listen
attentively to the sound of my pleading!” (Ps 129:1-2).

Prayer to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

O most holy Heart of Jesus, fountain of every blessing, | adore you,
I love You, and with a lively sorrow for my sins, | offer You this poor
heart of mine. Make me humble, patient, pure and wholly obedient
to Your Will. Grant, good Jesus, that | may live in You and for You.
Protect me in the midst of danger; comfort me in my afflictions; give
me health of body, assistance in my temporal needs, Your blessings
on all that | do, and the grace of a holy death. Amen.

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary during the Coronavirus Pandemic

O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide so that,
as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon Himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross, t
to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God.
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.




Lectio Divina

SCRIPTURE READING + MEDITATION + PRAYER + CONTEMPLATION

“What page, what passage of the inspired books of the Old and New Testaments
is not the truest of guides for human life?” ~Saint Benedict, from the Rule of Saint Benedict (773:3)

"O Mary, we entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in
Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm. Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy
Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from
every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.” ~PRAYER OF POPE FRANCIS

Monday, March 30 ~ Fifth Week in the Season of Lent

Holy Gospel: John 8:1-11 Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. But early in the morning he arrived again
in the temple area, and all the people started coming to him, and he sat down and taught them. Then the
scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery and made her stand in the
middle. They said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery. Now in
the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” They said this to test him, so
that they could have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and began to write on the
ground with his finger. But when they continued asking him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let the
one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Again he bent down and wrote on
the ground. And in response, they went away one by one, beginning with the elders. So he was left alone
with the woman before him. Then Jesus straightened up and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has
no one condemned you?” She replied, “"No one, sir.” Then Jesus said, “"Neither do I condemn you. Go, and
from now on do not sin any more.”

Meditation: This incident conveys to us a great deal about Jesus’ attitude toward the sinner. The scribes
and Pharisees wanted to entrap Jesus with the religious and civil authorities. That is why they brought a
woman caught in adultery before Jesus. Jesus turned the challenge towards his accusers. In effect he
said: Go ahead and stone her! But let the man who is without sin be the first to cast a stone. The Lord
leaves the matter to their own consciences. When the adulterous woman is left alone with Jesus, he both
expresses mercy and he strongly exhorts her to not sin again. The scribes wished to condemn, Jesus
wished to forgive and to restore the sinner to health. His challenge involved a choice - either go back to
your former way of sin and death, or reach out to the new way of life and happiness with him. Jesus gave
her pardon and a new start on life. God’s grace enables us to confront our sin for what it is -
unfaithfulness to God, and to turn back to God with a repentant heart and a thankful spirit for God’s
mercy and forgiveness. Do you know the joy of repentance and a clean heart and mind?

Prayer: O God, by whose wondrous grace we are enriched with every blessing, grant us so to pass from
former ways to newness of life, that we may be made ready for the glory of the heavenly Kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: In your heart of hearts, do you desire to be changed and transformed in Christ-like
holiness? God never withholds his grace from us. His steadfast love and mercy is new every day (ref.
Lamentations 3:22-23). Through the gift and grace of the Holy Spirit we can be changed and made new in
Christ. He can set us free from our unruly desires and passions. Let us pray as St. Augustine prayed: “God
our Father, we find it difficult to come to you, because our knowledge of you is imperfect. In our ignorance
we have imagined you to be our enemy; we have wrongly thought that you take pleasure in punishing our
sins; and we have foolishly conceived you to be a tyrant over human life. But since Jesus came among us,
he has shown that you love, that you are on our side against all that stunts life, and that our resentment
against you was groundless. So we come to you, asking you to forgive our past ignorance, and wanting to
know more and more of you and your forgiving love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Tuesday, March 31 ~ Fifth Week in the Season of Lent

Holy Gospel: John 8:21-30 Jesus said to the Pharisees: “I am going away and you will look for me, but
you will die in your sin. Where I am going you cannot come.” So the Jews said, “He is not going to Kkill



himself, is he, because he said, ‘Where I am going you cannot come’?” He said to them, “You belong to
what is below, I belong to what is above. You belong to this world, but I do not belong to this world. That
is why I told you that you will die in your sins. For if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your
sins.” So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “"What I told you from the beginning. I
have much to say about you in condemnation. But the one who sent me is true, and what I heard from
him I tell the world.” They did not realize that he was speaking to them of the Father. So Jesus said to
them, “*When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I AM, and that I do nothing on my own,
but I say only what the Father taught me. The one who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone,
because I always do what is pleasing to him.” Because he spoke this way, many came to believe in him.

Meditation: To “sin” literally means to miss the mark or to be off target. The essence of sin is that we,
through our choice, separate ourselves from the love of God and from our true purpose in life — to know
the source of all truth and beauty which is God himself and to be united with God in everlasting joy. When
Adam and Eve first sinned, they hid themselves from God (Genesis 3:8-10). That is what sin does; it
separates us from the One who is all loving, all-wise, and all-just. Jesus went on to explain that if people
could not recognize him in his word, they would have the opportunity to recognize him when he is "lifted
upon the cross of Calvary. Jesus pointed to the atoning sacrifice of his life on the cross as the true source
of healing and victory over the sin of the world. The sacrifice of Christ's life on the cross for our sins is the
ultimate proof of God's love for us. God so loved the world that he gave us his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). To fail to recognize Jesus and where he
came from is to remain in spiritual darkness; to believe Jesus and his words is to walk in the joy and light
of God's truth. There are certain opportunities in life that come and do not return. Each of us is given the
opportunity to know and to accept Jesus Christ, as our Lord and Savior. But that opportunity can be
rejected and lost. Life here is limited and short, but how we live it has everlasting consequences. Do you
take advantage of the present time to make room for God so that your life will count for eternity?

Prayer: Grant us, we pray, O Lord, perseverance in obeying your will, that in our days the people
dedicated to your service may grow in both merit and number. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Do you know the healing power of the cross of Christ? When the people of Israel were
afflicted with serpents in the wilderness because of their sin, God instructed Moses: “Make a fiery serpent,
and set it on a pole; and every one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live” (ref. Numbers 21:8). The
bronze serpent points to the cross of Christ which defeats sin and death and obtains everlasting life for
those who believe. The result of Jesus “being lifted up on the cross” and his rising and exaltation to the
Father's right hand in heaven, is our "new birth in the Spirit" and adoption as sons and daughters of God.
God not only redeems us, but he fills us with his own divine life and power that we might share in his
glory. Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit that we may have power to be his witnesses and to spread and
defend the gospel by word and action, and to never be ashamed of Christ's Cross. Are you ready to live
your life as a withess the truth and joy of the Gospel to those around you?

Wednesday, April 1 ~ Fifth Week in the Season of Lent

Holy Gospel: John 8:31-42 Jesus said to those Jews who believed in him, “If you remain in my word,
you will truly be my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered
him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How can you say, ‘You
will become free’?” Jesus answered them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave of sin. A slave does not remain in a household forever, but a son always remains. So if the Son frees
you, then you will truly be free. I know that you are descendants of Abraham. But you are trying to Kill
me, because my word has no room among you. I tell you what I have seen in the Father’s presence; then
do what you have heard from the Father.” They answered and said to him, “Our father is Abraham.” Jesus
said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing the works of Abraham. But now you
are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God; Abraham did not do this.
You are doing the works of your father!” So they said to him, "We were not born of fornication. We have
one Father, God.” Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God
and am here; I did not come on my own, but he sent me.”

Meditation: The world presents us with a false notion of truth and freedom - “truth is relative so I choose
my own criteria for what is true” and freedom means "I can do whatever I want to do - regardless of what
God or others might think...” and the ever-popular “don't tell me what to do.” This confusion only gets
compounded when civil laws make legal many things which are contrary to the laws of God, and the
Gospel teachings of Jesus Christ and His Catholic Church - abortion, euthanasia, and same-sex marriage,



to name a few. This is really a mask for slavery to one’s passions and desires — to do what "me, myself
and I"” will to do versus humbly and lovingly submitting ourselves to live our lives according to the will of
God. Jesus offers his disciples true freedom - freedom from slavery to pride and arrogance - disbelief and
ignorance - selfishness and greed - hatred and revenge - fear and anxiety - despair and depression -
and a host of many other hurtful desires and addictions which cripple our lives.

Prayer: Enlighten, O God of compassion, the hearts of your children, sanctified by penance, and in your
kindness grant those you stir to a sense of devotion a gracious hearing when they cry out to you. Through
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.

Contemplation: The good news is that Jesus Christ has truly set us free from sin and its destructive force
in our lives. How is this possible? Through the gift and power of the Holy Spirit we can choose to renounce
sin, we choose to live up to the challenges put forth to us by Christ in the Gospel, and in doing so we can
yield to God's grace which enables us to walk each day and each moment in Christ's way of love and
holiness. A disciple is a follower and a listener. If we want to be a true follower of Christ and live as his
disciples, then we must listen to the words of Jesus, with a humble and teachable spirit, and put Jesus’
words into action in our daily lives. As we listen with faith and obey with trust, Christ himself gives us
grace - the enabling power of his Holy Spirit - to live, think, and act in the truth of his word. Do you
believe in the transforming power of the Holy Spirit to change your life and to set you free to walk in
Christ's way of love and holiness?

Thursday, April 2 ~ Fifth Week in the Season of Lent

Holy Gospel: John 8:51-59 Jesus said to the Jews: "Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever keeps my word
will never see death.” So the Jews said to him, "Now we are sure that you are possessed. Abraham died,
as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘Whoever keeps my word will never taste death.” Are you greater than
our father Abraham, who died? Or the prophets, who died? Who do you make yourself out to be?” Jesus
answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is worth nothing; but it is my Father who glorifies me, of whom
you say, ‘He is our God.’ You do not know him, but I know him. And if I should say that I do not know
him, I would be like you a liar. But I do know him and I keep his word. Abraham your father rejoiced to
see my day; he saw it and was glad.” So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old and you
have seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, before Abraham came to be, I AM.”
So they picked up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid and went out of the temple area.

Meditation: When the Jews asked Jesus “Who do you claim to be?” Jesus answered, “before Abraham
was, I AM.” Jesus claims to be timeless and there is only one in the universe who is timeless, namely God.
Scripture tells us that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Jesus
was not just a man who came, lived, died, and then rose again. He is the immortal timeless One, who
always was and always will be. In Jesus we see the eternal God in visible flesh. His death and rising make
it possible for us to share in his eternal life. Do you live in the hope and joy of the resurrection?

Prayer: O God, who reward the merits of the just and offer pardon to sinners who do penance, have
mercy, we pray, on those who call upon you, that the admission of our guilt may serve to obtain your
pardon for our sins. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Do you thirst and hunger to know God fully - to know him personally, and to know the
transforming power of his love and wisdom for your life? God made us to know him and he gives us the
gift of faith and understanding to grow in our knowledge of him. Jesus challenged the people of Israel to
accept his word as the revelation of God. His claims challenged the very foundation of their belief and
understanding of God. Jesus made a series of claims which are the very foundation of his life and mission.
What are these claims? First, Jesus claims unique knowledge of God as the only begotten Son of the
Father in heaven. Since he claims to be in direct personal communion with his Father in heaven, he knows
everything about the Father. Jesus claims that the only way to full knowledge of the mind and heart of
God is through himself. Jesus also claims unique obedience to God the Father. He thinks, lives and acts in
the knowledge of his Father's word. To look at his life is to see how God wishes me to live. In Jesus alone
we see what God wants us to know and what he wants us to be.

Friday, April 3 ~ Fifth Week in the Season of Lent

Holy Gospel: John 10:31-42 The Jews picked up rocks to stone Jesus. Jesus answered them, “I have
shown you many good works from my Father. For which of these are you trying to stone me?” The Jews



answered him, “We are not stoning you for a good work but for blasphemy. You, a man, are making
yourself God.” Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, You are gods’’? If it calls them
gods to whom the word of God came, and Scripture cannot be set aside, can you say that the one whom
the Father has consecrated and sent into the world blasphemes because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? IfI
do not perform my Father's works, do not believe me; but if I perform them, even if you do not believe
me, believe the works, so that you may realize and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the
Father." Then they tried again to arrest him; but he escaped from their power. He went back across the
Jordan to the place where John first baptized, and there he remained. Many came to him and said, "John
performed no sign, but everything John said about this man was true." And many there began to believe
in him.

Meditation: Why were the religious leaders so upset with Jesus that they wanted to kill him? They
charged him with blasphemy because he claimed to be the Son of God. Jesus made two claims in his
response: He was consecrated by the Father to a special task and he was sent into the world to carry out
his Father's mission. Jesus challenged his opponents to accept his works if they could not accept his
words. One can argue with words, but deeds are beyond argument. Jesus is the perfect teacher in that he
does not base his claims on what he says but on what he does. The word of God is life and power to those
who believe.

Prayer: Pardon the offenses of your peoples, we pray, O Lord, and in your goodness set us free from the
bonds of the sins we have committed in our weakness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemplation: Is your life consecrated to God? The scriptural understanding of “consecration” is to
make “holy for God” - to be given over as a free-will offering and sacrifice for God. Jesus made himself a
sin-offering for us, to ransom us from condemnation and slavery to sin. He spoke of his Father
consecrating him for this mission of salvation. Jesus shows us the way to walk the path of truth and
holiness. And he anoints us with his power to live the gospel with joy and to be his witnesses in the world
- even during these challenging times of the coronavirus. Are you a doer of God's word, or a hearer only,
failing to put into action that which is taught to us in the sacred scriptures so that we may live in the light
of Christ, despite our challenges? God wants others to see the light of Christ in us as witnesses to the joy
of the Gospel. As we approach Holy Week - the holiest week of the year in the Christian world - let’s
make sure that we keep the “holy” in Holy Week by the way we live our faith. Let us live this week
illuminated with the light of Christ, so that his light shines through each of us. Let us set aside this one
week of the year for added prayer, scripture reading and meditation, daily Mass, the Stations of the Cross.
Have you been to confession lately? Have you been to confession? Remember most of all to thank Christ
for his suffering the Passion and death on the cross, with the weight and pain of the cross being our own
sinfulness.

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Daily meditations
and contemplations adapted from the Irish Jesuits’ Sacred Space web page and Biblical Medications for Lent
by Rev. Carroll Stuhimueller, C.P.; prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site.
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A Prayer for Our Times

Heavenly Father, loving and merciful God, we worship and adore You. In faith, we come before You asking
for mercy and forgiveness for our sins against You and Your creation. In this time of anxiety and distress,
we lift up to You the COVID-19 situation throughout the world. Abba Father, we beg You to halt the spread
of this disease and to grant healing and comfort to those afflicted. Please cover everyone with the Precious
Blood of Your Son, Jesus and protect all of us, especially those in the medical field, from any infection and
harm. Lord Jesus, we beseech You to grace government leaders and medical experts with wisdom and
knowledge to combat the spread of COVID-19 and to find a cure for it. Holy Spirit Lord, please breathe
peace and new life into everyone. May You grace us with a strong sense of social responsibility to do the
necessary, and to be prudent and considerate in our actions. Bless all people to work together as one
family of God and to be compassionate to one another. Most Holy Trinity, we believe in You and we place
all our hope in You. You are our strength and our shield; in You our hearts trust; so we are helped, and
our hearts exult, and with our song we give thanks to You. (Psalm 28:7) Immaculate Conception, Mary
our Mother, we seek your intercession for us, our loved ones, our communities and everyone in this world.
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, our Messiah and King, we trust in You (say three times). Amen.
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Ray Massa - 614-329-4358
1439 Boswall Drive, Worthington

SPECIALIZING IN ITALIAN Music
www.eurorhythms.com
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Photography by Larry Pishitelli
Weddings, Portraits, Reunions
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WWW.PISHPHOTO.COM

larrypish@columbus.rr.com

COLUMBUS PIAVE CLUB
“Celebrating 100 Years”
Be of service to the Italian

&/ Community in Columbus and St.

John the Baptist Church Meeting first

Tuesday of every month at St. John
www.columbuspiaveclub.com

10% OFF wirn Tiis BULLETIN
s RESTAURANT 836-3056

Pizza - Pasta * Subs - Beer - Wine
» Open For Lunch - Free Delivery in Groveport
We Cater 619 Main Street - Groveport

INTERNATIONAL
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Carol Ristucci
Property Manager
4519 Kenny Rd., Columbus OH 43220

Bus: 614-457-4000
Cell: 614-271-1007
Carol@becketteam.com *
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& HEATING. INC.

2077 Joyce Avenue
Keith, Christopher 614-263-1851
& Mario Palermini Fax: 614-263-1500

To advertise
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Thank you Columbus for letting us serve you for 90 years
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* New Construction « Remodel * Kitchen & Bath
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Joe & Tony Jr. - 614.231.4979
www.solazzomarble.com

Serving Central Ohio since 1970
Come see us at our indoor Warehouse
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200 Years of Service
Diverse, Personal and Dignified
Professional Burial Services
3349 Olentangy River Road
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unioncemeterycolumbus.org
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CUCINA ITALIANA

$10.00 OFF

Expires 10/31/2020.
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EST. 2015

[LOCATED IN ITALIAN VILLAGE]

WENGER TEMPERATURE CONTROL
For Your Heating and A/C
2005 Progress Avenue

(614) 443-2212

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES, CONDOMINIUMS,
& HIGH-END APARTMENTS
NOW AVAILABLE

www.jefferyparkcolumbus.com

614.545.3658
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Italian Language
for Adult Beginners:

3-class series, 90 min. each
Classes begin Sunday March 15th,
Language Skills, Shopping
Navigating the roads and railways
How to handle emergencies.
Register:
https://ltalialnOhio.com/classes
Sergio@ltaliainOhio.com
Or call: 614.538.8000
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