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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Whoever  
does not  
take up 

his cross
and follow  
after me  
is not  
worthy  
of me.
Matthew 10:38
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
Dear Friends in Christ,
  In today’s Gospel, St. Matthew puts together six sayings of 
Jesus, because they are all about costs and rewards of being 
a Christian.
 T.S. Eliot describes Christianity as “a condition of complete 
simplicity, costing not less than everything.” Both the cost and the 
benefit are total. God cannot be just one of many good things in 
our life; He is either everything or nothing. Christ tells us, as He 
tells Martha, who was busily worrying about many things, that 
“there is need of only one thing” (Luke 10:42). That’s Him.
  He wants to save and perfect our whole life, not just part of it. 
We must give Him everything so that He can give us everything. 
We must open our hands to let Him put His gifts, His grace, in 
them. We must open our hearts to let Him into our hearts.
  Hospitality  is not so much about open doors as about open 
hearts.
  There is a risk in having an open heart. One can get hurt. But 
to open once’s heart is to begin to live. To close it is to begin to 
die.
 Lord God, whose Son declared that when we welcome 
another person, we welcome Him, grant that the door of our 
heart always be open.
Keep smiling, be positive, God loves us!
Fr. Andrew

The Mass is  available  on St. John’s Facebook page  or 
YouTube channel, Saint John the Baptist, Cbus. Go  to our 
website: www.sjbitaliana.com under Livestream Mass.

Confessions heard before Mass – Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

MASSES AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
Sunday

7/2 9:30 a.m. + Leo Santilli
by Dr. Linda Records

Monday
7/3 9:00 a.m. Office Closed 

No Mass
Tuesday

7/4 9:00 a.m. Independence Day 
Office Closed

Sunday
7/9 9:30 a.m. + Lucian Susi

by Carol Thompson
Monday

7/10 No Mass

Tuesday
7/11 No Mass

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR KNOWN ILL
AND ELDERLY IN YOUR PRAYERS**

**If you know of any additions or corrections, please call 
the parish office. Due to privacy laws, we depend on your 
input. For Vienna D’Alberto who is residing at the Worthington 
Christian Village. Also, keep in your prayers, Laura Williams, 
Guy Williams, and John Contino. 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
Sunday Sunday, July 2, 2023, 9:30 a.m.

Lector 1 & 2: Ed Pagnanelli, Tania Wade
Euch. Min 1 & 2:
Euch. Min 3, 4, 5:

Kurt Heininger, Gretchen Heininger 
Pat Rossetti, Margaret Panico-Harn, 
Andrea Myers

Sunday Sunday, July 9, 2023, 9:30 a.m.
Lector 1 & 2: Gretchen Heininger, Landa Brunetto

Euch. Min 1 & 2:
Euch. Min 3, 4, 5:

AnneMarie Pastore, Al Iosue, 
Ed Pagnanelli, Kurt Heininger, Pat Rossetti

Requiescat in pace! In the charity of your prayers, 
please  remember  the  family  and  friends  of: Tony 
Caradonna  who  passed  away.  May he rest in 
peace with the Risen Lord! A Memorial Mass will 
be held at St. John the Baptist Church on Friday, 

July 21, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.

Blessed Sacrament & Marian Lights Intentions:
Marian Lights: Joyce Tisone 
  by Carl Tisone
Blessed Sacrament: Antonio Caradonna
  by Chris Soteriades

PARISH INFORMATION
The Italian Catholic Community at

St. John the Baptist 
Corner of E. Lincoln and Hamlet Streets

Church Mailing Address:  168 E. Lincoln Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

(614) 294-5319 | Fax: (614)-294-4303
Livestream our 9:30 Sunday Mass on our St. John the 

Baptist Facebook page or YouTube channel, Saint John 
the Baptist, Cbus, by visiting our website 

www.sjbitaliana.com.

Office Hours are from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday

Office closed Monday, July 3 and Tuesday July 4 for 
Independence Day; will resume Wednesday, July 5.

Email: info@sjbitaliana.org
Father Andrew Kozminski, SAC – Administrator/Rector
Father Antonio Kim – Chaplain, Korean Catholic Community
Ms. Aggie Howard – Executive Assistant
Mrs. Victoria Scruggs – Secretary and Bulletin Editor
Mrs. Gina Bishop – Director of Liturgy
Mr. John Huffman – Organist and Musical consultant
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass – 9:30 a.m. each Sunday
                                   9:00 a.m. Mondays & Tuesdays
Sacrament of Penance – 9:00 a.m. (before Sunday Mass or 
by appointment)
Sacrament of Baptism and Baptism preparation 
 (by appointment)
Sacrament of Matrimony (you must be registered at Saint 
John at least 6 months prior to scheduling your wedding by 
Deacon or Priest)
Sacrament of Confirmation and Rites of Christian 
Initiation for Adults, (please make an appointment with 
Parish Administrator)
Saint John Italian Festival (please visit our website for more 
information)
Sala Hall and Marrapese Hall (scheduled with approval of 
Parish Administrator)
Bulletin Deadline: Announcements must be submitted in 
writing by Tuesday at noon.
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The Rosary before Mass on Sunday: We  begin  the Rosary 
around  9:00-9:05 a.m.,  and  it  takes  about  15-20  minutes  to 
pray the Rosary. If you would like information on how to lead the 
Rosary,  please  contact  Kevin Koesters 937-902-7446 or via 
email k.koesters32@gmail.com. Leaders for July are:
July 2   Gary Bosco
July 9  Kevin Koesters
July 16  Gary Bosco
July 23  Tania Wade
July 30  Gary Bosco

EVENTS THIS WEEK
7/2

Sunday
SJB Mass – Fr. Andrew Kozminski
 9:30 a.m.
KCC Mass – Fr. Kim – Meeting in Sala Hall
 12:00-3:00 p.m.

7/3
Monday

SJB – No Mass – Office Closed
No Rotary Club Meeting 

7/4
Tuesday

SJB – No Mass – Office Closed

7/6
Thursday

Sacred Heart Young Professionals Meeting – 
Fr. Kozminski, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Italian Cultural Room
Our Lady of Peace Meeting – Marrapese Hall
 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

7/7
Friday

KCC Mass – Fr. Kim
 7:00 p.m.

7/8
Saturday

SJB Carfagna Baptism – Fr. Andrew Kozminski
 2:00 p.m.
Altar Guild Reminder – Every 2nd Sunday of the 
Month – Marrapese Hall at 10:45 a.m.
Le Donne Group Meetings are the last Sunday 
of each month after Mass in Marrapese Hall. 
There are no meetings in June or July.

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP AT ST. JOHN’S FOR JUNE 25, 2023
Number of Envelopes used Sunday – 43

Env: $ 1,421.00
Loose: $ 531.00
Total $ 1,952.00
Less Diocesan 6% Assessment $ -(117.12)
 $ 1,834.88
Votives $ 73.00
Peter’s Pence $ 5.00
50/50 Drawing $ 10.00 
Total $ 88.00

? $ ? $ ? HOW IS ST. JOHN’S DOING? $ ? $ ?
Budgeted Offertory for Fiscal Year (7/1/22-6/30/23)

 Budgeted Actual Difference ($) (%)
This Wk.:  $2,885.00  $1,952.00  -($933.00)  -32%
FYTD:  $150,020.00  $144,659.92  -($5,360.08)  -4%

SJB Collection Counters for Wednesday, July 5, 2023
Darlene Rauch and Aggie Howard

SJB Collection Counters for Monday, July 10, 2023
Maruja Paule and Aggie Howard

Future Italian Festival Meetings for 2023
Date Executive Board General
July 24 6:00 p.m.
August 14 6:00 p.m.
August 28 6:00 p.m.
September 18 6:00 p.m.
September 25 5:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m.

Mille Grazie!
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Fr. Marrapese 
Scholarship  celebration  a  wonderful  experience  for  all. 
The  LeDonne and Altar Guild again  provided  a  great 
selection of cookies at the reception. Thank you to Bishop 
Fernandes, Father Andrew,  the  parish staff,  and  the 
scholarship committee for all their help and support.

BANNS of MARRIAGE
Dr. Alessandro La Ferlita and
Chelsea Elizabeth Zoellner
July 15, 2023

Dominic Joseph Clegg and
Madison Kathleen Posk

July 22, 2023

Altar Guild Announcement: Starting Sunday, July 9, the Altar 
Guild will be selling entries in the Ohio State 2023 football season 
pool. All  proceeds  are  used  to  support  the  altar  needs  of  our 
beloved St. John’s. In the past, the Guild has purchased items 
such as  the altar cloths, banners, priest/deacon vestments, 
and the new tabernacle. Cost of pool entry is $60.00 a square 
which covers an entry for all 12 games of the season (in effect, 
$5.00 a game). There will be four, $100.00 winners per game, 
for the scores at the end of each quarter. Score numbers will be 
drawn  in Sala Hall  after our 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass  as  soon 
as  the  pool  is  sold  out,  but  no  later  than  the  third Sunday of 
August. Copies of  the  full  score sheet will  be distributed  to all 
who sign up. This is a fun way to cheer the Buckeyes during the 
coming season, while also supporting  the needs of our church. 
If  interested  in  purchasing  a  square,  see Gary Bosco  in Sala 
Hall after any Mass starting on July 9. If paying by check, please 
make it out to Altar Guild. As an FYI, this pool usually sells out 
within 4 weeks.   

AROUND US
Liturgical Calendar: The  month  of  July  is  dedicated  to  The 
Precious Blood of Jesus.  The  entire  month  falls  within  the 
liturgical  season  of  Ordinary Time,  which  is  represented  by 
the liturgical color green. This symbol of hope is the color of the 
sprouting  seed  and  arouses  in  the  faithful  the  hope  of  reaping 
the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious 
resurrection.    

The Holy Father’s Intentions for the Month of July 2023:
For a Eucharistic Life: We pray that Catholics may place 
the celebration of the Eucharist at the heart of their lives, 
transforming human relationships in a very deep way and 
opening to the encounter with God and all their brothers and 
sisters.

Peter’s Pence Collection: Today, we will take up a 2nd collection 
for Peter’s Pence to support the Universal Church and the work 
of the Holy See, including helping Pope Francis to carry out his 
charitable works.  These works benefit our brothers and sisters on 
the margins of society, including victims of war, oppression, and 
disasters.  Please be generous.  For more information, visit www.
obolodisanpietro.valen.html.
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August Special Election: A special election will take place in Ohio on 
August 8, 2023 to vote on Issue 1, which asks voters if Ohio should 
“Require that any proposed amendment to the Constitution of 
the State of Ohio receive the approval of at least 60 percent of 
eligible voters voting on the proposed amendment.”  

As our bishops remind us, “In the Catholic Tradition, responsible 
citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral 
obligation” (Faithful Citizenship, No. 13). We urge you to register 
and vote in the upcoming election: 
•	 July 10:  Deadline  to  Register to Vote or Update Voter 

Information
•	 July 11-August 6: Absentee and Early In-Person Voting 
•	 Tuesday, August 8: ELECTION DAY

Please note: The bishops of Ohio do not have a position on 
Issue 1 in August, as raising the threshold to amend the Ohio 
Constitution does not have any direct moral content. This is 
different than the proposed November 2023 ballot initiative which 
would expand and enshrine abortion which the Ohio bishops 
oppose. The Catholic Conference of Ohio is the official voice 
of the Catholic Church in Ohio on public policy, advocating for 
the dignity of life at all stages, immigrants, Ohioans in need, and 
Catholic education.

Maria Stein Shrine: St. Joseph Fundraiser Dinner
Join us  for an evening of dinner and music at  the Maria Stein 
Shrine on Thursday, July 20th in the Upper Room. The evening 
starts  with  cocktails  and  music  at  5:30 p.m.,  dinner  at  6:30 
p.m., St. Joseph Preservation Fund update at 7:30 p.m., and 
concludes with the Lima Symphony Stringed Quartet and the 
Minster Singing Quartet at 7:45 p.m. The  cost  is $30.00  per 
person, seating is limited, register online at mariasteinshrine.org 
or call Diana Russell at 419-925-4532.

Open Position at the Josephinum: The Josephinum seeks a full-
time Advancement Associate to provide support in the following 
areas: advancement department administrative assistance; print 
and digital communications; fundraising processing/reporting; and 
special events. Visit pcj.edu/jobopportunity to learn more about 
this position’s responsibilities and prerequisite qualifications.

Bereavement Support Group Summer Sessions: Are  you 
mourning  the  loss  of  a  loved  one?  Then  you  are  cordially 
invited to attend the summer session of Seasons of Hope. The 
program is presented by the Seasons of Hope Bereavement 
Ministry  and  is  sponsored  by  the  North High Deanery. It 
will  be  held  on  FIVE  consecutive  Sundays,  from  2:00-4:00 
p.m.,  beginning  on  Sunday, July 9, and running through 
Sunday, August 6.  This  Catholic  grief  support  group  will 
be  held  at  Our Lady of Peace Church, 20 E. Dominion 
Boulevard, Columbus, OH 43214.  To  register,  please 
contact Debbie Kennedy at kennedydeborah@yahoo.com, 
or  by  phone  at  614-937-0516. The deadline to register is  
Wednesday, July 5.

2023 Jubilee of Anniversaries: Couples  celebrating  their 
25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 55th, 60th  (and every year 
thereafter) anniversaries in 2023 are invited to the annual Jubilee 
of Anniversaries in honor of their marriages. Bishop Fernandes 
will celebrate Mass at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 10th, 
at St. John Neumann Church in Sunbury. Registration is 
now open at https://columbuscatholic.org/marriage-family/
marriage/jubilee.

A Prayer for Independence Day
God, source of all freedom, this day 
is bright with the memory of those 
that declared that life and liberty are 
Your gift to every human being. Help 
us to continue a good work begun 
long ago. Make our vision clear and 
our will strong; that only in human 

solidarity will we find liberty, and justice only in the honor 
that belongs to every life on earth. Turn our hearts towards 
the family of nations: to understand the ways of others, to 
offer friendship, and to find safety in the common good for 
all. We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Today’s Gospel:  The  Gospel  is  from  St. Matthew 10:37-
42.  In  the first part, Christ  tells  the Apostles  that  they must be 
prepared to undergo great sacrifices, even death  itself,  if called 
on  to do so  for  the sake of Christ. Even  though  they had only 
a very vague idea then of what He meant, when the time came, 
they  remembered His words and gladly  suffered  imprisonment, 
hardships,  and  finally  martyrdom  for  Christ.  It  was  not  only 
the Apostles who gave  their  lives gladly  for Christ. There are 
thousands  of  martyrs.  Through  the  centuries,  the  followers  of 
Christ have been persecuted because of their belief in Him, and 
many men and women died for the faith. We ourselves, who are 
free from any overt persecution, must show our gratitude to God 
for being allowed to practice our religion openly and without fear, 
by doing just this. We must live according to the convictions of our 
Christian faith. We are here in this world for a few short years, 
our real and lasting home is in heaven. We must keep this thought 
uppermost  in our minds,  in all our doings and dealings.   Every 
little helping hand we give to bring our fellowmen to heaven will 
help us,  too,  toward  the same goal. Heaven  is our  real goal  in 
life—it alone will satisfy all our desires and it alone will last forever. 
— Excerpted from The Sunday Readings 
by Fr. Kevin O’Sullivan, O.F.M.

Morning Offering
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer You 
my prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day, for all 
the intentions of Your Sacred Heart in union with the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the world, for the salvation 
of souls, the reparation of sins, the reunion of all Christians, 
and for the intentions of the Holy Father this month. Amen.

“The cost to remain faithful to what counts is going against 
the tide, being separated from those who “follow the 
current.” But it doesn’t matter, Jesus says. What matters 
is not to throw away the greatest good: life. This is the only 
thing that should frighten us.” @Pontifex

Prayer:
O God, who through the 
grace of adoption chose us 
to be children of light, grant, 
we pray, that we may not be 
wrapped in the darkness of 
error but always be seen 
to stand in the bright light 
of truth. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who 
lives and reigns with You in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen
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